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4.4 Kubelka-MunkF it

This theory was originally developed for paint films but works quite well in
many circumstances for paper. It is not, however, terribly good for dyed
papers (or very dark, unbleached papers) when light absorption reaches a
high level. A limiting assumption is that the particles making up the layer
must be much smaller than the total thickness. Both absorbing and
scattering media must be uniformly distributed through the sheet. Ideally,
Illumination should be with diffuse monochromatic light and observation
should be of the diffuse reflectance of the paper. The theory works best for
optically thick materials where > 50 % of light is reflected and < 20 % is
transmitted.
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Kubelka and Munk
Zeit. FUr Tekn. Physik, 12, p593 (1931).
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4.4 Kubelka-Munk® £
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In the diffuse reflectance experiments, UV —vis reflectance
data cannot be used directly to measure absorption coefficients
(o) because of scattering contributions to the reflectance spectra.
Scattering coefficients, however, depend weakly on energy and
F(R.) can be assumed to be proportional to the absorption
coefficient within the narrow range of energy containing the
absorption edge features. Then, a plot of (F(R..)ehv)1 vs hv
can be used to determine the absorption edge energy. An
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FIGURE 6. Kubelka-Munk transformed reflectance spectra of as-
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Figure 2The UV-visible spectra of CM-n-TiO,(flame-
made) and reference n-TiO,(electric tube furnace— or
oven-made). The flame-made sample shows threshold
wavelengths of 535 nm (band gap of 2.32 eV) and 440
nm (band gap of 2.82 eV); the electric tube furnace—
or oven-made sample shows a threshold wavelength
of 414 nm (band gap of 3.0 eV).
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